In situ detection of amastigotes in American cutaneous leishmaniasis, using monoclonal antibodies.
Using an immunoperoxidase technique we have applied monoclonal antibodies against American Leishmania for the detection of amastigotes in biopsies from cutaneous leishmaniasis patients. The immunocytochemical procedure was notably superior to conventional histological staining in terms of the visualization and definition of the amastigotes. This technique could eventually prove to be of value in epidemiological studies, and possibly have prognostic importance, by allowing the in situ characterization of the species of infecting organism.